
Short answer: Cyber Crucible grew out of a career spent building one-off solutions for classified
government missions, and a desire to take that same problem-solving drive and apply it to help far
more people fight back against ransomware and cybercrime worldwide.

Long before Cyber Crucible existed as a company, its founder was already solving hard security
problems, including identifying a way to take control of a botnet in order to protect people from it.
That pattern of breaking down tough technical challenges and engineering practical fixes carried
into a career at the National Security Agency and with other government organizations. Time and
again, a new tool or technique would be built to solve a specific mission need, only to be used
once, handed off to an allied team, or shelved after serving its narrow purpose. Each invention
mattered, but the impact stopped at the edge of a single classified mission.

That cycle of solving a problem and then watching its usefulness stay contained to one team or one
operation eventually became frustrating, even though the work itself was meaningful. When
ransomware emerged as a widespread threat, it presented a different kind of opportunity: a chance
to apply the same inventive approach, but aimed at a problem affecting organizations and
individuals everywhere, not just a single specialized unit. The realization was that helping a
broader population of people required more than another custom tool for a narrow use case. It
required a commercial product that could be deployed easily and reliably at scale.

What inspired the founder to
create Cyber Crucible?

From Classified Missions to a Global
Problem

Turning Individual Fixes into Something
Everyone Can Use

Why This Shapes Cyber Crucible
Today



That shift in thinking is the foundation of Cyber Crucible's approach. Rather than building a solution
for one team or one mission, the goal is to create technology, powered by FortressAI, that works
automatically and consistently for organizations everywhere, so fewer people have to experience
the damage and disruption caused by ransomware, data theft, and identity theft. The mission-
focused work of the past still matters, but the driving purpose behind Cyber Crucible is reaching
and protecting as many people as possible.

https://player.vimeo.com/video/1046673820?texttrack=en

Watch on Vimeo · Captions: English, Français, Español, ةيبرعلا

Revision #5
Created 2026-07-23 23:17:49 UTC by Dennis Underwood
Updated 2026-08-06 18:33:44 UTC by Dennis Underwood

https://player.vimeo.com/video/1046673820?texttrack=en
https://vimeo.com/1046673820

