What are cryptocurrency wallet
keys, and why Is theft
Irreversible?

Short answer: A wallet key is the private cryptographic key that authorizes spending from a
cryptocurrency address. Whoever holds it controls the funds. Theft is effectively irreversible
because blockchain transactions can't be reversed and there's no institution to appeal to.

Why this differs from a bank

A fraudulent card charge can be disputed and reversed by an issuer. A cryptocurrency transaction
signed with your private key is valid by definition — the network cannot distinguish a theft from a
legitimate transfer, and there is no central authority to unwind it.

That makes wallet keys unusually attractive: the payoff is immediate, final, and hard to trace.

What attackers look for

e Private keys and seed phrases stored in wallet application files

e Wallet contents and transaction records useful for targeting the highest-value
victims

e Passwords protecting the wallet, often reused elsewhere

Desktop wallet software stores this material in predictable application-data locations — the same
pattern that makes every other credential store reachable by automation.

Protection

Wallet files are among the identity locations Cyber Crucible monitors. Because the response is
suspension at the moment of malicious access, the theft is prevented rather than detected
afterward — which matters more here than almost anywhere else, since there is no recovery path
once funds move.



See also: "What cryptocurrency wallets are protected?" for the specific
applications currently covered.
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